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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 16-28 in the reply filed on 22 January 
2007 is acknowledged. Claims 29-30 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 16-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 16 the use of the term "consisting of is improper in an apparatus claim as it 
precludes the recitation of any additional structure The transitional phrase "consisting of 
excludes any element, step, or ingredient not specified in the claim. In re Gray, 53 F.2d 520, 1 1 
USPQ 255 (CCPA 1931); Ex parte Davis, 80 USPQ 448, 450 (Bd. App. 1948). 

In claim 16 line 2 "the steering wheel" and "the driver" and in line 3 "the steering 
column" lack positive antecedent basis. 

In claim 22 recites the fiinctional limitation "... curves are variable in response to the 
vehicle speed. There is insufficient structure recited in the claim to perform this fimction, i.e. 
nothing has been recited that detects the vehicle speed. 
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In claim 23 it is not understood what "a steering recommendation" is. 
In claim 28 ''the means for the active application of the additional steering torque" lacks 
positive antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. The claims include the use of the word "for" which indicates intended use. A claim 
containing a "recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be 
employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus" if the prior art 
apparatus teaches all the structural limitations of the claim. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 
(Bd. Pat. App.& Inter. 1987). 

If Applicant(s) desire to give the phrase patentable weight, the Examiner respectfully 
recommends Applicant(s) remove "for" from the phrase where intended use is not desired. 

6. Claims 16-28 (as understood) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Weeberetal. WO 01/70555. 

Note: claims 17 and 19 include the term "can be" which do not positively recite any 
structural limitations, only that such limitations are a possibility. 

Claims 20 and 28 use the language "is designed". This language does not add any 
structure to the claim as it only indicates a process which does not further limit an apparatus 
claim. 

Claims 24-27 merely recite conclusory statements but fail to further recite any actual 
structure. 
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Weeber et al. discloses a power assisted steering system comprising: 
a steering gear 8 and a hydraulic actuator 6 for assisting actuation of a steering wheel 2 by 
a driver of a vehicle, comprising an electric motor 5 which is coupled to a steering column and 
used as an additional torque actuator for actively applying an additional steering torque, also 
comprising an electronic control and regulating unit, wherein the electronic control and 
regulating unit (ECU) includes a determination unit 9. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US 2003/01 50665 is an English language equivalent to WO 01/70555. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Hurley whose telephone number is 571-272-6646. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppHcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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